Sunflower Montessori School, Inc.

“A Place to Grow"
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Missoula, Montana 59801

(406) 830-3025 / (406) 830-3029 (fax)

sunflowermontessori@hotmail.com
Welcome to Sunflower Montessori
Correy Harrison and Katie Watterson founded Sunflower Montessori School in 2007 based on a dream and a vision to create a warm, gentle and effective preschool based on the philosophies of Maria Montessori.  Together, with the support of our families, friends and the Missoula community, we have created a unique, home-like environment that fosters the joy of learning.  Each child is respected as an individual who is developing as a peaceful, responsible person.  We are so pleased that you have decided to send your child to Sunflower Montessori School and we look forward to getting to know you, and your child.   

Introductions…

Correy moved to Montana from Connecticut in 1999.  She graduated from the University of Montana with a BFA in printmaking.  Correy received her Montessori training from the North American Montessori Center.  As a passionate cook and gardener, Correy has designed the organic food program at Sunflower, as well as teaches the language program. 

Katie Watterson is a native Montanan, who moved to Missoula in 1999.  Katie graduated from the University of Montana with high honors in 2005.  Katie has a background in business management and directed a Montessori program prior to opening Sunflower Montessori with Correy.  Katie is the business and administrative director.  
Our staff includes many talented and committed professionals.    Cheryl Mateer was a paraprofessional for 17 years, and then worked with children ages 3-5 at America’s Child Montessori School in Bellevue, Washington before moving to Missoula to work at Sunflower.  She received her Montessori credential from the North American Montessori Council.  She is the science and geography guide.  Allison Tierney will be teaching the Montessori language program.  Alison received her training at the Montana Montessori Teacher training institute.  Alison ran a private Montessori school in Kalispell before moving to Missoula. Heather Garland received her Montessori training in Emigrant Montana. Heather is the lead teacher at Apple Blossom, our program for 2 year olds. Becky Lemus graduated from the University of Montana with a specialized degree in teaching art to young children.  She leads the art program at Sunflower Montessori. Michael Lapointe is our theater and creative play teacher.  He received his training in New York.  Matt Nord, our music teacher, runs Tangles Tones, a local music studio specializing in music for children.

The School Day

7:30

School opens and children have practical life skills 

8:30 

Outdoor Play


9:00 

Continental Breakfast

9:30

Montessori open work period

12:00

Lunch and outdoor play

12:30 
            pick up for ½ day children

1:00 

Quiet rest or nap for younger children

2:00 

Art lessons for older children
3:15 

Snack

3:30

Pick up for school day children

4:00

Arts in the afternoon program- theater, dance, music

5:30 

School closes

Sunflower Montessori School 
We have three buildings at our school.  The main building at 646 South 6th is prepared to be very similar to a home in order to develop a caring, gentle and familiar feel for the children.  We use the main building, among other things, as the primary Montessori classroom and practical life area for children ages 3-6. When dropping off or picking up children please remember to sign in and out at the front desk in the main building.  

The Apple Blossom building is located at 1718 S 5th W and is designed specifically for the needs of two year old.  With a smaller environment and more teachers, two year olds have a developmentally appropriate experience.  When children are three years old and potty trained they will transition to the main school.
Sunflower Seeds is the Montessori program for 12 months to two years.  It is located behind Sunflower Montessori’s main building.  

We start school promptly at 9:00.  We ask that you arrive no later than 8:50, as late arrival is very disruptive to both students and teachers.  

Open House…

Plan to stay with your child for an hour or so as an introduction to the school and teachers on open house day.  Our open house this year is on August 25 at 10This helps relieve much anxiety.  This also gives your child a chance to meet the teachers, figure out where their bin is, and locate the bathrooms.  

Separation

This may be the first time your child attends school, or if he has been in daycare or playgroups, the first time in a more formal school setting. 

Children at this stage often feel anxious and experience some pangs of separation.  This is normal and will pass.  Preschoolers are often worried about practical issues such as, "When are you coming back? Where is the bathroom? What if I don’t want to nap?"  Verbally preparing your child for the new experience is extremely helpful.  Remind your children that you will not be staying with them at school, but that you will return.  
In order to lessen anxiety about attending school, and being away from parents, we suggest parents tour the school with their child, and attend the open house before the first day of attending.  Before attending, explain to your child what is going to happen when you drop them off at school and who to go to if they have problems.  When dropping off your child, reassure them that you will be back to get them and that they can stay with a teacher until they are more comfortable.  Extending and drawing out the goodbye process is typically more upsetting to the child (and the parent) than a quick and clean separation.  Please feel free to call anytime if you would like to check on your child.  

As we do not charge extra for the home-cooked, whole and organic lunches, your enrollment fee is used to help off-set the cost of the food, and is non-refundable.  You will be notified of your child’s acceptance within a week.

What to bring to school…

Clothes

Please bring at least one full extra set of clothes to school to keep in your child’s bin.  Please send more if your child is potty training.  If your child is potty training or in diapers, please send baby wipes. 

Kids go outside every day, so please send them with weather appropriate clothing.  In the winter months please send your child with gloves, a hat, snow pants, boots and a winter coat. 

As outside shoes are not worn inside, we ask that children have a pair of slippers or crocks to wear inside. All items must be labeled with your child’s name.

Naptime
Naptime is from 1:00 to 3:00.  If your child is staying for nap, please provide a pillow, a blanket and sleeping mat or a child sized sleeping bag.  Children may bring a favorite blanket or stuffed animal for naptime use, but please do not bring toys.  

Tuition

Tuition is due the first school day of the month.  If tuition is paid late (after the 10th) a late fee of $30 is added to your bill.  If tuition has not been paid in full by the fifteenth of the month, child care will not be provided.  
Tuition is charged for the entire school term, but monthly payment arrangements are accepted.  If tuition is paid in full, a 5% discount will be applied.  In case of termination or withdrawal, a thirty (30) day written notice must be given.  
Pick up and Drop off
In order to make our school run smoothly please follow the following guidelines: 

Please do not enter the classrooms in the morning.  A teacher will greet your child and help them with their belongings.  In the afternoon please enter the building quietly.  Please drop off and pick up your children on time.  Late arrivals are very disruptive to our classes. It is very difficult for the teachers to withdraw their attention from the children, so please call during office hours (2:00-4:00) if you have concerns or questions.  Academic conferences will be scheduled upon request.

Drop- off times  

· 7:30-8:45am drop off for full day kids 

· 8:45 for ½ day and school day kids

Pick-up times

· 12:30 for ½ day kids

· 3:30 for school day kids

· 5:25 for full day kids

Please call 830-3025 if you are going to be late or absent.

Illness

Please do not send ill children to school.  Children are considered too ill to attend school if they are unable to participate in regular school activities or if they have had two or more incidents of vomiting or diarrhea.  Children may not attend if they currently have or have had a fever within the previous 24 hours, as they are considered to be in a contagious stage of disease.  

Our tax ID # is 26-1293189
Food

Breakfast, lunch and snack are provided at no extra cost.  All lunches are home-made from scratch.  All food served at Sunflower Montessori is whole and organic and our menus are created based on seasonal and local availability. As part of our food program, we accommodate children with food sensitivities and allergies.  Friday is picnic lunch, so please send your child with a packed lunch.  
Questions or Concerns

If you ever have questions or concerns, please feel free to call us.  If no one answers, please leave a message, and your phone call will be returned as soon as we are able.  You can also email us at sunflowermontessori@hotmail.com.  We are open to suggestions and comments and love feedback from our families.  We look forward to being part of your child’s experience. 
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